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When Michael first began using his Mobile Personal Emergency Response  
System (mPERS) last year, he was able to stay home alone for one hour each 
day.  It didn’t take long before he expressed a desire to become even more 
independent using this enabling technology.  Because he accomplished      
success for short periods of time, Michael decided he would like to start   
going out in the community on his own using his mPERS.  
 

The first place he chose to visit was Walmart, so he could shop and have 
lunch there.  Should he need them, Michael has access to his staff through 
the mPERS by pressing a button in the center of the device which makes an          
automatic call with the coordinates of Michael’s location via text message.    
 

Michael can also communicate with his staff through the mPERS with questions or concerns he may have 
while he is out.  If staff would like to check in with Michael, all they have to do is call the number connected to 
Michael’s device and it will automatically answer so staff can speak with him. If at any point staff needs to 
know Michael’s location, they can send a text message to the mPERS to receive the coordinates of the device.  
 

Michael is very excited to have met one of the goals he set for himself a long time ago.  His next goal is to visit 
the local movie theater, and then the mall!  We very excited for Michael and appreciative to his staff for      
helping him meet all of the amazing goals he has set for himself. 

You can support Emory       
Valley Center while shopping 
on Amazon!  Please visit:  
https://smile.amazon.com/  
to get started!  

Please help raise funds for Emory 
Valley Center by participating in 
the Kroger Community Rewards 
Program.  Enroll and renew     
EVERY year at: 

kroger.com/communityrewards  
NPO #WW541  

Easy Ways To Give. . . 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER RIBBON CUTTING 
Renovations to the small brick building 
where Emory Valley Center (EVC) began 
more that six decades ago were               
completed in late 2019 and children                    
began learning and creating in their                     
classrooms in January 2020. 
 

The original ribbon cutting was scheduled 
for spring 2020, but had to be postponed 
due to the pandemic. 
 

Finally, on August 10th, the Emory Valley 
Early Learning Center (EVELC) was excited 
to partner with the Oak Ridge Chamber of                         
Commerce and celebrated with friends in 
the community at a ribbon cutting.  
 

The program included congratulatory 
remarks by Oak Ridge city council members Rick Chinn, Jim Dodson and Ellen Smith.  Dr. Shirley Raines, President 
Emeritus of Memphis University and Emory Valley Center Foundation Board member, highlighted the importance 
of early learning education in everyone’s lives.  She also shared her personal connection with the EVELC through 
her granddaughter’s attendance several years ago.  Children from the Early Learning Center then shared some 
songs before helping Terry Peek, Early Learning Center Director, cut the ribbon. 
 
The Emory Valley Early Learning Center offers comprehensive and family-centered preschool programs for children 
one year old to kindergarten in a high quality early learning environment.  Inclusiveness, expert knowledge, and a 
care and concern for ALL children makes EVELC distinctive in East Tennessee. 

Community members join Emory Valley Center, children and teachers from the Early 
Learning Center for a ribbon cutting celebrating their renovated building. 

Michael chose to use enabling tech 
to live more independently 

Happy birthday Judy - what a 
beautiful cake! 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


Thank you for your continuous support for Emory Valley Center, our    
programs and services for the people we support are ongoing and         
expanding.  
 

We were excited to have recently held the ribbon cutting for our               
renovated Early Learning Center (ELC)!  It was originally scheduled for 
early 2020, but delayed due to the pandemic, so it was even more                  
meaningful to celebrate this event with our community.  We appreciate 
partnering with the Oak Ridge Chamber of Commerce for the ribbon 
cutting, and particularly appreciate many of you donating through our 
fundraisers to help us complete the renovations so the children attending 
classes can learn and grow in a safe, creative environment.  We hope you 
enjoy reading more about the ribbon cutting in this newsletter. 
 

Several of our programs for children and adults are growing, including Early Intervention, Behavioral Health, 
Community Supported Living (residential) and Enabling Technology.  Just last week we were happy to welcome 
Commission Turner and his team from the Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and long-
time supporter Lt. Governor Randy McNally to share about these and additional great things being                  
accomplished by people we support and their staff.  Some of what we shared with them is included in this 
newsletter and on our website.   
 

Since the very beginning of the pandemic, Emory Valley Center has been following CDC guidelines in an effort 
to keep people safe and healthy through the creation of specific COVID-19 policies and protocols.  We are     
continuously monitoring conditions and CDC recommendations in an effort to keep the people we support and 
staff safe and healthy.  As a result of the rise in COVID variant cases in our area, some of our fundraising and 
additional activities planned have been affected, and we’ll be sure to keep you informed with any additional 
information. 
 

We appreciate you partnering with us in multiple ways to help us fulfill our mission each day.  
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Jennifer Enderson, President 
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   Community Partner 

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED LIVING 
Emory Valley Center is grateful to have opportunities to expand our Community Supported  Living (residential) 
program so adults we support can live in safe, affordable housing. 

 

A challenge we sometimes face when securing rentals or renovating 
homes in the community is accessibility for some of the people we            
support.  It’s essential that people we support have safe, affordable 

housing, but also housing that 
is accessible to allow people to 
remain independent and age in 
place as long as possible.  

 

“I am happy I am living in a 
house, it has more room than 
apartment.” Syd said about 
Community Supported Living.    
“I enjoy the outside area of my 
home and having a washer and 
dryer in the house.” 

  

We are grateful for many               
supporter gifts and grant 
awards that continue to help us 
provide Community Supported 
Living opportunities for the 
people we support. 

Syd enjoys utilizing his gardening skills at the 
center and at home! 
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

Originally from Cocoa, FL, Mr. Douglas Mapp came to the East TN 1999 to attend Maryville                    
College where he graduated with a degree in Computer Science and Mathematics.   
 

After 17 years in the corporate industry, Douglas decided to jump 
into entrepreneurship as an IBCCES board certified cognitive            
professional and is the founder and owner of ThinkUp and         
LearningRx Knoxville.                     
 

He helps individuals think differently in life-impacting ways and                
directs companies to harness brainpower for better performance 
and higher outcomes so that they and our community can be      
exceptional.  
 

Douglas and his wife have a son, and just welcomed their newborn 
daughter this summer. 

John Stults joined Oak Ridge Schools on July 26th as Supervisor of Special Education.   
 

John holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Special Education and his Ed. S. in Instructional    
Leadership.  
 

He has a diverse background in education, having worked previously 
as a classroom special education teacher in all grade bands, a self-
contained classroom teacher for students with severe behavioral 
disabilities, an after-school and summer school grant coordinator, 
and was the Supervisor of Special Education and Supervisor of 504 
for Overton County Schools.  
 

In addition to his work in school districts, John has spent the last 
four years with the Tennessee Department of Education directly 
working with districts to keep their IDEA programs compliant with 
state and federal laws regarding students with disabilities. In his 
most recent role with the department, he was serving as Middle Tennessee’s IDEA oversight                      
coordinator.  
 

John and his wife have three sons, who all love camping at the lake and attending U.T. football 
games. 

Ms. Rachel Lokitz grew up in Lafayette, Louisiana and graduated from Millsaps College in Jackson 
Mississippi.   
 

Rachel and her husband moved to Knoxville in 2007, and after                  
graduating from the University of Tennessee College of Law, began 
working for Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU).  At ORAU, 
her roles have included Associate General Counsel, Corporate            
Secretary and she is currently the Vice President and General                     
Counsel. 
 

She was named a “40 Under 40” Award recipient by the Knoxville 
Business Journal in 2018, and served on the Board of Directors for 
CONTACT Care Line for six years. 
 

Rachel enjoys spending family time on the lake and traveling with her husband and two children.  

Mr. Douglas Mapp 

Mr. John Stults 

Ms. Rachel Lokitz 

Terry Peek, Early Learning Center         
Director; Jennifer Enderson, EVC                
President and children attending the 
ELC were all smiles at the ribbon cutting 
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Outdoor problem solving games are a 
great way for people in Behavioral 
Health to work on team building 
skills 

Madison’s smile shows how much 
she’s enjoying her bike secured 
through the Katie-Beckett program! 

This young man is climbing to new 
heights thanks to the play                         
equipment provided by our Family 
Support Program!  

What a beautiful garden Carolyn! 

COMPASSION FUNDRAISER POSTPONED 
Emory Valley Center has made the difficult decision to postpone our Compassion 
Fundraiser from September 30th, 2021 to April 7th, 2022. 
 

Very early in the pandemic, we established specific COVID procedures and                      
protocols, and have been following CDC guidelines in an effort to keep everyone 
safe and healthy.  With the current recommendations by the CDC and rising cases     
in our area, we feel this is in everyone’s best interest at this time. 
 

We are grateful for everyone’s support and if you are a sponsor or have                               
purchased tickets, we will be communicating with you soon regarding more                     
fundraiser details. 
 

We appreciate our fundraiser sponsors:  An Anonymous Donor, WATE TV-6,       
Leidos, TNBank, HUB International, UCOR, Home Federal Bank, Dr. Alan & Teresa 
Icenhour, McFarland Pharmacy & Apothecary, Pinnacle Financial Partners,                        
SmartBank, Stephenson Realty & Auction, Take Thyme Out, Judy Stone                         
Wilson/Realty Executives, Workspace Solutions Inc., ZYP Coatings, Tom Beehan & 
Kay Brookshire, The Courier News, Oak Ridge Pediatrics, Photographer Yvonne 
Dalschen, McGriff Insurance Company, Methodist Medical Center, ORAU, ORUD, 
Ridgeview Behavioral Health Services and WFIV.   
 

If you or your company would like to join this list of community partners in                           
sponsoring our rescheduled fundraiser, please contact Janet Wood,                                           
janet.wood@evcmail.org for more information. 

Mr. Bear Stephenson 
Compassion Award  recipient  

Mr. Don Dare, Event Emcee 

EARLY INTERVENTION/TRIAD 
Elryc began receiving in-home developmental therapy services through our 
Early Intervention program in 2019, at eight months old.  When the                      
pandemic hit in 2020, Emory Valley Center (EVC) quickly found a way to 
offer telehealth services as an option, and Elryc’s family was eager to try this 
new way to continue receiving services.  
 

As Elryc’s mother and early interventionist worked together weekly via       
telehealth on strategies to improve language and play skills, Elryc’s mother 
began to wonder if his delays could be a result of Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
Elryc’s early intervention team reviewed options and decided that Elryc 
would be a good candidate for a telehealth evaluation through the                            
Vanderbilt TRIAD (Treatment and Research Institute for Autism Spectrum 
Disorders) project.  As part of the TRIAD project, EVC Early Interventionists 
received training and are identifying children in the EI program in rural                        
communities who may be on the spectrum, need an evaluation, and follow 
up assessment services. 
 

Elryc had an evaluation with the TRIAD psychological examiner via                            
telehealth. consisting of a parent interview, observation, and an interactive assessment tool that required 
Elryc’s mother play and interact with him in specific ways.  Elryc’s EVC early interventionist was also                  
included in the telehealth visit and provided collateral information.  At 21 months old, Elryc received an ASD 
diagnosis.  
 

Elryc’s mom shared her thoughts about their participation in the program, “Being able to learn new ways to 
support Elryc has made life easier for both of us. I don't feel lost anymore knowing I have a fantastic support 
system who listen to our issues and help us strategize to overcome any difficulty that may arise.” 
 

Following Elryc’s diagnosis, his mother and early interventionist used resources from TRIAD’s research-based 
curriculums to help guide developmental therapy sessions.  Elryc’s mother and early interventionist                       
continue to use visual aids and other strategies from the TRIAD curriculums in developmental therapy                       
sessions, and the educational consultant from TRIAD periodically joins the sessions for monthly check-ins to 
provide extra support if needed.   

Elryc and his mom 

mailto:janet.wood@evcmail.org

