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Our Mission: To enhance the lives of children, adults and families in an environment that promotes independence, dignity and respect.

VACCINE CLINIC AT EMORY VALLEY CENTER
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UPCOMING EVENT:
SAVE THE DATE 2021 Annual Fundraiser!
Thursday evening,
September 30, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

As you are aware, COVID-19 vaccine distribution is
underway in the state of Tennessee. Many of you
may have already received your vaccines and
others will soon. We are grateful the state
designated the people we support and staff in the
1A1 category, which meant we were some of the
first to receive to receive the vaccine.
In late January, the Anderson County Health
Department partnered with Emory Valley Center
(EVC) to conduct a vaccine clinic. With the help of
EVC employees, Anderson County Health
Department Professionals were able to administer
the first round of vaccines to people we support
and staff through a parking lot drive up system.
They returned three weeks later to administer the
second dose of the vaccine.

Easy Ways To Give. . .

You can support Emory
Valley Center while shopping
on Amazon! Please visit:
https://smile.amazon.com/
to get started!

While receiving the vaccine does allow us to relax
some of the stricter protocols we put into place
when the pandemic began, we are continuing to
People we support and employees were able to
observe all CDC recommended safety guidelines
participate in the recent COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic at EVC
while in the community. We appreciate the
Anderson County Health Department and everyone who helped make this clinic a success.

NEW KATIE BECKETT PROGRAM
Emory Valley Center is excited to provide Supportive Home Care, Respite,
and Community Integration Support Services through the Katie Beckett
Program.
The TennCare Katie Beckett Program is for children under the age of 18
with disabilities or complex medical needs who are not Medicaid eligible
because of their parent’s income or assets. It helps to provide care for the
child’s medical needs or disability that private insurance does not cover.
The care is provided in the child’s home or in the community.

Please help raise funds for Emory
Valley Center by participating in
the Kroger Community Rewards
Program. Enroll and renew
EVERY year at:
kroger.com/communityrewards
NPO #WW541

Katie Beckett Part A is for children who would qualify for care in a medical
institution - like a hospital, nursing home or ICF/IID (Intermediate Care Facility for Individuals with Intellectual
Disabilities). But they want care at home instead.
Katie Beckett Part B is for children who do not qualify for care in an institution, but they are “at risk” of going
into one unless they can get services.
If you or someone you know needs more information about how Emory Valley Center can help through the
Katie Beckett program, please click this link — https://www.emoryvalleycenter.org/katie-beckett-program/
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Emory Valley Center is always grateful for the support our community
shows us, but particularly during the past year with challenges we have
faced during the pandemic. I am proud to say our programs and services
for the people we support have continued with policies and guidelines put
into place for everyone’s safety and many in our community have
contributed to help make that happen. Our staff has worked even harder
than they normally do to provide the best services we can to people we
support while keeping everyone safe.
While the pandemic is not over, we are grateful for each step that helps
get us closer to staying healthy and returning to the way we are all used to
living. In this regard, we are especially grateful for our recent
Jennifer Enderson, President
partnership with the Anderson County Health Department who helped us
set up a clinic at our Caldwell-Thompson building to administer the COVID-19 vaccine to adults we support and
employees.
In our last newsletter to you, we shared some information about our Enabling Technology program. We are
excited that Emory Valley Center continues to lead in the state of Tennessee with providing opportunities for
people we support to utilize technology designed to help them live more independently. Just this week we had
the very first person we support using overnight remote supports by using this technology!
You’ll see lots of photos, program accomplishments and information about new programs in this quarter’s
newsletter, as well as some plans for our 2021 annual fundraiser.
Again, we appreciate you being such great community partners, and for your continuing support of our
mission. I hope you and your loved ones remain safe and healthy and we look forward to seeing you soon,
hopefully in person!

2021 ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
We were saddened the pandemic prevented us from
having our 2020 Fundraiser and we missed seeing you.
However, recognizing our work continued through the
pandemic, our community stepped up in a variety of
ways to support the agency, for which we are grateful.

Fundraiser
(providing CDC
COVID-19
guidelines will
permit it).

We appreciate very much our 2020 sponsors and
ticket purchasers who donated toward the event
even though it had to be cancelled, as well as
additional donors and Impact Auction contributors.

Please continue
to follow us on
social media and
keep checking
our website for
up to date
information
regarding the fundraiser over the next several weeks
and months.

Everyone’s safety continues to be our top priority, but
as vaccines become available to more people, we are
hopeful we’ll be able to celebrate with you in person
on Thursday evening, September 30th for our 2021

Workforce Development
Director
Daisy Pratt
Professional Services
Director
Teresa Repscher
Family Support Director
Regina Wilson

We were happy to safely host our state Legislators recently to share information about EVC and our concerns
regarding low Direct Support Professional wages, specifically, the importance of supporting legislation for
increased wages. Shown in the photo, from left are: Senator Ken Yager, Jennifer Enderson (EVC), Lt. Governor
Randy McNally, Dee Ann Lindsay (Michael Dunn Center) and Representative John Ragan.

Community Partner
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER

Board of Directors

Mrs. Dana Hewitt moved to Tennessee in March 2020 to work at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory and was recently appointed as the Director of the Office of
Integrated Performance Management where she performs ORNL’s business
analysis, performance assessment, contractor assurance and independent
oversight.
Prior to joining ORNL, Dana served as the Chief Operations Officer for Science
&Technology at the Canadian Nuclear Laboratory in Chalk River, Ontario since
2018 and previously spent 19 years at the Idaho National Laboratory as a
program manager, project lead, deputy division director and COO for the
Nuclear Science and Technology Directorate.

President
Andy Boyer
Vice President
Dr. Tom Clary

Mrs. Dana Hewitt

She has previously served as a Board member and officer for an organization supporting people with
disabilities and has been actively looking for opportunities to serve as a board member for such an
organization here.
Dana also has a personal connection to people with disabilities. She has a close family member who lives in
a group home and works at a development workshop in Florida and as a result, her family has been very
involved in their care and development all of Dana’s life. Dana said, “I have seen firsthand the importance
of organizations and services for those with disabilities.”
We’re looking forward to having Dana work with our Board of Directors and the agency in furthering our
mission.

Secretary/Treasurer
Bill Allen
Albert Beasley
Jeremy Biggs
Becky Dodson
Dr. Arlene Garrison
Dr. Traci Golbach

John Guo

ENABLING TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

Derrick Hammond

Amazing things continue to happen with Enabling
Technology at EVC., with a person we support using
overnight remote supports for the first time this
week!

Dr. Myles Hebrard

Jane is a wonderful person who has expressed a
desire to have more independence in her life. A lot
of planning and effort has occurred to ensure this
could and would be accomplished safely providing
everything Jane will want and need.

Ruth Rueter

Dana Hewitt
Jennifer Hultz

Dr. Bob Smallridge

Judy Stone Wilson
Brian Young

With the help of a Ring Doorbell, a Nucleus device,
a PERS device, and a Spencer Medication Dispenser,
Jane will be able to stay in her home alone for a few
hours at a time and have the independence she has
been hoping for.
The Nucleus device allows Jane to have access to a
remote DSP via a video call any time she needs
assistance, by simply pressing the call button.

Jane is excited by her choice to live more
independently with the assistance of multiple
Enabling Technology devices

It also allows a DSP to perform video “drop-ins” to ensure Jane is safe. Should Jane need
physical assistance, an on-call DSP will go her home to provide help.
Combined with the PERS device, which is a device worn around her neck she can use for help,
Jane will have 24/7 access to an on-call support person if she were to need assistance. The
Ring Doorbell will enable Jane and her remote DSP to view who is at the door before it is
opened.
This safe environment has been created specifically for Jane to have the independence she
desires and deserves. Jane is thrilled for this new adventure in her life, and we are thrilled for
Jane!

We have the greatest “Super Hero”
kids participating in our Early
Intervention Program
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EARLY LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITES & 3 STAR RATING
Like everyone else in this pandemic, the Early Learning Center (ELC) staff has been creative with
remote activities. We were fortunate to be able to partner with The Oak Ridge Rotary Sunset Club
on a literacy project. Every Wednesday last September and December, One month last fall and
again last December, one of their members read a story to the three and four-year-old children
using Zoom. They then they gave each child a copy of book as well as one for the center. We’re
excited they will be partnering with us again for this program this Spring!
Dianna and Ben begin their day with
their favorite beverages!

For the past several years we have had Roane
State Community College Occupational Therapy
Assistant (TA) students complete internships in
our classrooms. They would come up with games
and activities to help with fine motor
coordination. This year, although they couldn’t
be in the classrooms, they created games that the
children can use in the classrooms and at home.
They made a packet that we were able to send
home to parents and provided many fun activities
for the classrooms to work on strengthening their
hand muscles.

Staying healthy by doing yoga in
Behavioral Health!

We appreciate all of our community partners and
families for the support they continue to give our
program.
Each year, Child Care Program Evaluators for the Department of Human Services monitor
licensed child care agencies for compliance with licensure rules and statutes and also provide
technical assistance to ensure the health and safety of children in these agencies.
This year licensing evaluations were different than in past years. Normally, the licensing program
evaluator for the Department of Human Services makes several unannounced visits during the
year and checks teacher to child ratios, health and safety, children’s and teacher’s records,
language and literacy and compliance with licensure rules. Additionally, assessors spend several
hours in randomly chosen classrooms and give a rating based on many different areas of early
childhood education.
This year, in the interest of safety, the
Department of Human Services decided program
evaluators would do their visits via Zoom. There
were several options for the assessment and the
Early Learning Center was evaluated on language
and literacy.

Ernie has a wonderful attitude and
great work ethic, helping wherever he
can!

Two classrooms were chosen at random, and the
evaluator asked for daily schedules, lesson plans,
pictures of the rooms showing literacy and language, and a list of the books in the classrooms.
Teachers were then interviewed by phone.
We’re excited to share with you the Early Learning Center received the highest score available and
a rating of three stars!

This mom and daughter were able to
attend a safe After School Program
Valentine’s Day event, thanks to our
Family Support Team.
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