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Our Mission: To enhance the lives of children, adults and families in an environment that promotes independence, dignity and respect.
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
2021 Annual Fundraiser!
We hope to have our annual
fundraiser in person next year.
We’ll keep you informed as plans
progress and we know more about
the COVID-19 pandemic’s status.

Jasmine welcomed Autumn in a special way!

Emory Valley Center celebrated “National Disability Employment Awareness Month” (NDEAM) in
October by recognizing people we support as they shared what they thought their strengths on the job
were in the state of Tennessee’s “Hire My Strengths” campaign.
We hope you were able to read more on our social media during the month. The Department of
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities even shared some of our posts on their social media!
The people we support have a wide variety of strengths they exhibit while working for their employers
in our community. Many employers have shared with us how the people we support have helped
improve the culture of their overall workforce with the strong commitment, work ethic and joy they
bring to their jobs each day.
If you are interested in adding someone with these strengths (and more!) to your team, please contact
Daisy Pratt, Workforce Development Director - daisy.pratt@evcmail.org .

We love celebrating the successes of people we support, families
and employees. Andrea, one of our Developmental Therapists
working with a family in our Early Intervention program, recently
shared some exciting news they told her about!
Mom Brittni has written a book called, “Just Like Me” that
addresses a very common question that families frequently get
asked, whether their child is more like Mommy or Daddy?
The book is from the perspective of a
little girl who tries to tackle the question
and decide who she takes after more.

The children in our Early Learning Center are
staying fit!

Congratulations Brittni, and thank you
for sharing your talent!

EI Mom Brittni holding her “mini-me”
daughter “Luna”
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
As 2020 comes to a close, it feels like this year has gone by quickly
in some ways, while in others it has lasted much longer than
usual. Challenges are still being faced by Emory Valley Center and
everyone throughout our world because of the pandemic, but our
commitment to providing programs and services for the people we
support has continued.
Our staff remain working hard by helping the people we support
remain engaged in a variety of ways through technology, working
jobs and outdoor, in-person activities while adhering to safety
Jennifer Enderson, President
recommendations by health authorities. I am proud of their
continuous dedication to the people we support. Our agency continues to commit to providing
services and keep the people we support and our staff safe while adhering to COVID-19
recommendations from local, state, national and world organizations and government entities.
Emory Valley Center is excited to be on the leading edge in the state of Tennessee with providing
opportunities for people we support to utilize technology designed to help them live more
independently. You’ll have the opportunity to read specific information about this technology and
hear directly from people we support and their staff about how this technology is making a
difference in their lives through a link on page four of this newsletter.
We are always grateful for each of our individual and corporate community partners, but this year
your support means even more. Your financial and additional assistance in a variety of ways has
helped us continue our mission, thank you.
I hope you and your loved ones remain safe and healthy while enjoying the upcoming holiday
season and new year.

2020 FUNDRAISING UPDATES
We appreciate your ongoing support for Emory Valley Center. The
pandemic has presented specific challenges for fundraising efforts and we
are grateful we have so many individuals and community partners who
have continued to help us in multiple ways. Although our annual Spring
fundraiser had to be cancelled, we appreciate your donations.
If you would like to give to Emory Valley Center, we have two current
fundraising campaigns.
To contribute toward Enabling Technology for the people we support
living more independently through our annual appeal, please write your
check to Emory Valley Center Foundation and mail to: Emory Valley Center
Foundation Board, P.O. Box 5328, Oak Ridge, TN 37831.
Or, if you prefer to donate toward needs in our Behavioral Health,
Workforce Development or Early Learning Center programs, please click
this link:
https://www.emoryvalleycenter.org/event/7th-annual-spring-fundraiser/
Thank you!

Community Partner
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Board of Directors

John Guo was born and raised in the southern part of China.

President
Andy Boyer

After graduation from a college in China in 1986, John attended The City
University of New York for graduate study in physics. During that time in
NY, the Guos welcomed their son, Ollie.

Vice President
Dr. Tom Clary

Following graduation in 1991, their family moved to Oak Ridge and have
been living here since. John began working at ORNL in the Physics
Division in 1991, and has been employed at ORTEC/Ametek Inc. since
1999, where he continues to pursue his passion for developing software.

Secretary/Treasurer
Bill Allen
Mr. John Guo

His family have been members of Knoxville Chinese Christian Church
(KCCC) since 1998 and have been involved in numerous volunteer roles at KCCC throughout those
years. In their spare time, he and his family enjoy exercising and participating in activities to help
families and individuals in need.
Dr. Myles Hebrard is the Supervisor of Special Education for Oak Ridge
Schools. Beginning his 6th year in ORS, Myles works to build programs for
students with disabilities, from preschool thru high school, including
opportunities in both work-based and community-based learning
settings.
Prior to coming to Oak Ridge, Myles served with Anderson County
Schools as the Principal at Claxton Elementary School and as a teacher at
Clinton Middle School. Myles is motivated daily to make a difference in
the lives of others and being a champion for children.

Albert Beasley
Jeremy Biggs
Becky Dodson
Dr. Arlene Garrison
Dr. Traci Golbach
John Guo
Derrick Hammond

Dr. Myles Hebrand

In his free time, Myles likes to spend time at the lake, renovate homes, and cheer on the VOLS with
his wife, Aimee, and two sons, Caeleb and Keenan.

Dr. Myles Hebrard
Jennifer Hultz
Ruth Rueter

Dr. Bob Smallridge was born and raised in Rochester, New York. He earned
his B.S. in Education from State University College in Rockport, NY and
began his teaching and administration education career while earning his
M.S. in Education, also from State University College in Rockport NY.

Dr. Bob Smallridge
Judy Stone Wilson

Bob then moved to Nashville, Tennessee and began working for George
Peabody college as the Coordinator of New Careers Program for Model
cities and Supervisor of student education while earning his PhD in
Educational Administration.

Phil Yager

Brian Young
Dr. Bob Smallridge

After working as the Program Coordinator at CERMREL, Inc. (a national lab
established under the Cooperative Research ACT for the purpose of improving education), Bob
accepted the position of Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction at Oak Ridge Schools
in 1972. From 1978 – 2015, he served as Superintendent of Oak Ridge Schools, Interim Director for
Campbell County Schools, Interim Director for Clinton City Schools and Interim Superintendent for Oak
Ridge Schools.
Bob has been and still is, very active in a variety of Professional and Civic Organizations and currently
serves as a County Commissioner in Anderson County. His family includes wife Carol and three
children.
Judy Stone Wilson is an Oak Ridge native and long-time resident of Oak
Ridge. She is a Realtor with Realty Executives Associates in Oak Ridge and
is a retired Supervisory Contracting Officer from the United States
Department of Energy.
Judy is an active member of Altrusa International, Leadership Oak Ridge
Advisory Council, Kern Methodist Church, Rotary Club of Oak Ridge, and
serves on the board of directors for the Tennessee Members First Credit
Union.

Past President
Bob Benning

Ways to Give. . .

You can support Emory
Valley Center while shopping on amazon. Visit:
https://smile.amazon.com/
to get started!

Help raise funds for Emory
Valley Center by participating in
the Kroger Community Rewards
Program. Enroll and renew
EVERY year at:
Ms. Judy Stone Wilson

kroger.com/communityrewards
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ENABLING TECHNOLOGY UPDATES
Emory Valley Center continues to lead the state of Tennessee in providing opportunities for the people
we support to utilize Enabling Technology in their daily lives. We wanted to share more details with you
about how some of these items work.

Spencer Medication Dispenser
A Spencer-certified pharmacist reviews all of the person’s
medications with them and their prescribing healthcare
professionals. This pharmacist prepares medication filled
packs that are pre-sorted and arranged by the determined
times based on what their doctors have prescribed.

Congratulations to Matt McClure, Workforce
Manager, who was recently awarded an
“Employment and Community First CHOICES
Employment Champion 2020 Award” - one
of only six statewide awards presented!

The refill is delivered to the person’s home to be inserted
into Spencer in one easy step. Spencer confirms that
they’ve received the right medication and is ready for
future connected care. Spencer dispenses the right
medications at the right time with reminders and alerts.
Spencer records when medications are dispensed and
stores that information in a secure virtual database so the
person and their pharmacist can view their medication
history at any time. Everyone stays connected - the
pharmacist can ask questions on Spencer’s touch screen,
and the person can answer there to help support the
person managing their health routine.

Vice President of Operations, Crystal Hicks tries
out some new virtual Enabling Technology while
visiting the Charles Lea Center in South Carolina

Mobile Personal Emergency Response System
(mPERS)

Thank you to Elks Lodge 1684 in Oak Ridge
for their recent grant award. Donna Forstrom
and Exalted Ruler Charlie Davis presented the
$1,750 check from the lodge for COVID-19
relief to Janet Wood, VP of Community
Engagement.

A Mobile Personal Emergency Response System, or MPERS,
is a small, lightweight pendant that users can wear around
their neck, wrist or on a belt.
The mPERS is programmed with up to 3 telephone numbers. If the person wearing the pendant needs assistance,
they simply press the SOS button in the center of the
device and a text message ("help") will be automatically
sent with the coordinates of the pendant, along with a
phone call so the person can speak with their caregiver or
support person.
The device can also receive calls from any of the phone
numbers programmed into the device so "check-ups"
can be conducted with the person.

Voiceitt App

President Jennifer Enderson experiences new
Auto Safety Enabling Technology while visiting
the Charles Lea Center in South Carolina

Amy exercised her right to vote and so did
many other people we support - many for
the first time!

Voiceitt provides a new dimension of independence and quality of life for people with speech and motor
disabilities, and is a very useful tool for people who care for and about them. The Voiceitt app learns the
person’s unique way of speaking and then translates their speech in real time through speech and text on
their iPhone or iPad.
Please view these videos to see first hand from people we support and staff what a difference using
Enabling Technology has made in people’s lives.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UHLPWUKrcbqMqVv-ZGl33H2g_utxrPL3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10hOZyrsgRzyi3p5gCmIjW-W5ofnM7y46/view?usp=sharing

Thank you to the VFW and Oak Ridge High
School JROTC for the flag ceremony at
Emory Valley Center honoring all Veterans
for their service.
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