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CONTINUING SERVICES DURING COVID-19 

2020 SPRING FUNDRAISER - POSTPONED! 

 

 

We are disappointed we had to postpone our Spring Fundraiser, but due to                  
uncertainties surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, it became necessary to do our 
part to keep people healthy.   
 

We hope we have enough information in the very near future regarding public 
health and safety to make a decision regarding the fundraiser, and will be sure to 
announce via social media and through our Constant Contact email communications 
once a  final  decision is made. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and continuing support as we try to make the best decision we 
can to keep people safe and healthy.  Many of you have expressed an interest in continuing to     
support the fundraiser by donating - THANK YOU!  If you are interesting in donating, please do so 
online at  https://www.emoryvalleycenter.org/event/7th-annual-spring-fundraiser/  or by check made out 

to Emory Valley Center and mail to:  EVC Spring Fundraiser , Attn., Ms. ReNee’ Pelicano, 723 Emory Valley 
Road, Oak Ridge, TN  37830. 

                                                                                                                             

Proceeds from this event will support the Early 
Learning Center’s Renovation Project, where 
children of all abilities learn together in a creative, 
clean and safe environment. 

Bear Stephenson 
Compassion 

Award Honoree 

Spring 2020 

Emory Valley Center is fortunate we have been able 
to continue the majority of our services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   
 

In mid-March, we began a COVID-19 Action plan and 
implemented health and safety guidelines by the 
CDC, WHO, TNCare, TN Dept of Health, the              
Department of Intellectual and Developmental                       
Disabilities, Governor 
Lee's Executive Orders, 
and City/County                       
officials.   
 

Our dedicated                   
employees have               
continued to work        
diligently and creatively 
to continue providing               
services while engaging 
the people we support 
and keeping them safe and healthy. 

We appreciate all the support we’ve received from 
our community 
during this 
challenging 
time.  Many 
individuals and 
groups have 
provided us 
with much 
needed hand 
sewn masks for      
employees and 
people we          
support, “safe   
at home”                 
activity supplies and monetary donations.  
 

Everyone at Emory Valley Center will  continue to 
work hard to do everything we can to keep people 
we support and our employees healthy while 
achieving our mission.  Thank you! 

We’ve Been Doing A Lot of Creative 
Things While Staying Safe At Home... 

Alison Created Some Socks 

Anthony Baked Some Treats 

Early Interventionists have continued  
providing services to children and 
families using technology. 

Sew Good Mask Project delivers hundreds of 
hand sewn masks by local volunteers for 
employees and people we support. 

https://www.emoryvalleycenter.org/event/7th-annual-spring-fundraiser/


Like many of you in our community, Emory Valley Center has been        
extremely busy the last several months.  In early March, we         
developed a COVID-19   Action Plan based on a variety of pandemic 
scenarios that might affect the center and the people we support.  
We created specific, applicable policies and procedures and have 
continued to   provide services to keep people healthy while        
adhering to COVID-19 recommendations from the CDC, WHO, 
TennCare, TN Dept of Health, the Department of Intellectual and       
Developmental Disabilities, Governor Lee's Executive orders, and 
City/County officials. 
 
In mid-March, we ceased in-person activities at the Caldwell-Thompson building, employees who 
could began working from home, reduced Executive and Administrative employees on-site by        
alternating schedules during working hours, sanitized and practiced social distancing guidelines - 
these safe practices are continuing.  We have been very fortunate to continue many services during 
this time through utilizing technology.   
 
I’m extremely grateful to all our employees for their commitment and continual work throughout this              
challenging time.  The dedication shown to the people we support by our front-line Direct Support         
Professionals during these very difficult circumstances has been incredible and makes me very proud.     
 
We feel fortunate to have had our community’s ongoing support during this time.  Many individuals 
and organizations have helped us secure Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), donated activity           
supplies for people to use while at home and made monetary donations.  Thank you for all your                  
contributions and all you continue to do for us. 
 
As we continue our mission and determine together what our “new normal” will look like, I wish you 
all continued good health. 
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A  M ES SAG E  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T  

Jennifer Enderson, President 

 

EMORY VALLEY CENTER 
 

Staff 
 

 
President     
Jennifer Enderson    
 
VP of Human Resources 
Jenny Shreeve 
 
VP of Operations  
Crystal Hicks 
 
VP of Finance 
Bridget Miller 
 
VP of Community  
Engagement 
Janet Wood 
 
 
 
Operations Director                         
Layla Fisher 
 
Facilities Director  
Kevin Hicks 
 
Early Intervention              
Director 
Anna McMillan 
 
Quality Assurance  
Director 
Kristen Otto 
 
Early Learning Center  
Director  
Terry Peek 
 
Executive Assistant 
ReNee’ Pelicano 
 
Workforce Development 
Director 
Daisy Pratt 
 
Family Support  
Director 
Regina Wilson 

T h e  V o i c e  

Our Executive Team appreciates our employees and the work they accomplish for the people we                      
support every day.  During this pandemic, our employees have continued to go above and beyond in their 
creativity in helping people stay engaged and participating in meaningful activities while safe at home  - all 
while providing excellent care. 

 

We’ve been utilizing social media and other communications to express our gratitude to all the                          
wonderful work they continue to do in support of our mission. 

 

   Community Partner 
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WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS  

Emory Valley Center 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President 
Andy Boyer 

 

Vice President 
Dr. Tom Clary 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bill Allen 

 

Past President 
Bob Benning 

 
 
 

Albert Beasley 
 

Jeremy Biggs 
 

Jo Bruce 
 

Becky Dodson 
 

Lewis Felton 
 

Dr. Arlene Garrison 
 

Dr. Traci Golbach 
 

Derrick Hammond 
 

Jennifer Hultz 
 

Dr. Alan Icenhour 
 

Ruth Rueter 
 

Phil Yager                     
 

Brian Young 

T h e  V o i c e  

Jo Bruce, Director of the Oak Ridge Family Resource Center, is in her 
26th year at Willow Brook Elementary School in Oak Ridge.  The     
Family  Resource center is one of the original 13 Family Resource 
Centers established by the state of Tennessee in the fall of 1993.  
She has held the position of director since the program’s inception.   

 

Jo has extensive knowledge of the resources within the Oak Ridge 
community and can help families access these resources.  She has 
had extensive training in the areas of the effects of poverty on     
development and learning, school safety and recovery and has 
been a presenter at the local, state and national levels on these 
topics.   

 

Before her work at Willow Brook, Jo worked for the State of Tennessee Department of Human 

Services.  Her work included investigations, court interactions, placements into foster care and 

reunification of children and families as well as managing foster care home and adoption services.   

Jo Bruce 

Jennifer holds a Masters degree in Anesthesia from Georgetown 
University, a Bachelors of Science in Nursing from Johns Hopkins 
University, and a Bachelors of Science, Pre-Medical Emphasis from 
Randolph-Macon College.  
 

She is a member of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists,        
Tennessee Association of Nurse Anesthetists, and American Society 
of Ketamine Physicians. 
 

Jennifer continues to practice as a nurse anesthesiologist in the 
hospital and outpatient settings, but most recently, co-founded 
Revitalist in  Knoxville, TN just two years ago.  Revitalist is on the 
cutting edge of providing effective care to clients suffering from treatment-resistant mental health 
conditions including depression, suicidality, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorders. 

 

Jennifer stays quite busy practicing within her anesthesia field, while she and her husband keep 
up with all of the activities of a family with three children, five years old and under. 

Dr. Traci Golbach 

Jennifer Hultz 

Traci Golbach holds a Doctorate and Masters degree in Clinical                        
Psychology from Georgia State University and her Bachelors of Arts in 
Psychology from Michigan State University.   
 
She is Licensed Psychologist with a Health Service Provider                      
Designation, holds several certifications and is a member of the 
American Psychological Association.  
 
Traci’s professional rehabilitative, therapeutic and clinical services 
have assisted infants, children, adolescents, individuals, couples and 

      families in Georgia, Connecticut and Tennessee.  
 
Traci began her career with Ridgeview in 2007 at the Harriman locations and is currently the     
Director of Clinical Operations at Ridgeview Behavioral Health Services in Oak Ridge.  In this role, 
Traci oversees clinical services provided at five outpatient community mental health centers in 
East Tennessee.   

You can support Emory    
Valley Center while              
shopping on amazon. Visit:  
https://smile.amazon.com/  

Help raise funds for Emory 
Valley  Center by participating 
in the Kroger Community  
Rewards Program. Enroll and 
renew each year at: 
kroger.com/communityrewards  

NPO #WW541  

Ways to Give. . . 
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  NEW EMORY VALLEY CENTER VALUES 

ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to our Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser                  
volunteers, supporters and attendees. We had so much 
fun and a great turnout on a cold, February Leap Year 
Day!  

 

We appreciate our 30           
community,  staff and Board 
member volunteers who 
worked this event.  We had 
fierce competition again this 
year from our “community 
servers” and appreciate all of 

them participating. The top three tip earners were…in third 
place – Representative John Ragan, in second place –            
Representative Kent Calfee, and holding on to his first place 
finish for the fourth year in a row – Oak Ridge City Councilman 
Jim Dodson!  

The Storch Family and Becky Dodson 
really worked hard volunteering. 

As part of Emory Valley Center’s Strategic Planning, we introduced our new Values on 
our social media platforms in April.  We wanted to share them with you in case you 
missed them earlier.   
 

• Compassion:  We demonstrate empathy to all people, regardless of their                      
circumstances. 

 

• Forward Thinking:  We continually adapt to growth and plan for the future. 
 

• Inclusion:  We respect people, value diversity and are committed to equality. 
 

• Quality:  We provide quality services while continuously striving to improve. 
 

• Value:  We believe all people have value and work to help them achieve their goals 
and dreams. 

 

Allison presents Jim Dodson 
his prize for winning the tip 
contest! 

Dr. Shirley Raines recently completed 
her term on the EVC Board of Directors 
and was recognized by EVC President 
Jennifer Enderson and Board President 
Andy Boyer for her service at the 
March 6th Board meeting.  We                           
appreciate all of her contributions 
while serving on the Board and are 
looking forward to her contributions in 
the future since she recently joined 
our Foundation Board! 

Some Of Our Activities      
Before COVID-19... 

EVC President and current Rotary Club 
of Oak Ridge President Jennifer    
Enderson welcomes speaker Governor 
Bill Lee at their meeting. 

Brittany speaks to the Clinton Civitan 
Club about her involvement in the EVC 
social and service “Chatterbox Club!” 


