
On Friday, October 18, Emory Valley       
Center held its first Fall Conference:      
Integration to Independence. 
 

The event was attended by more than 150 
people including  Emory Valley Center (EVC) 
staff, people we support, community     
members, community employers, and local 
healthcare agency representatives. 
 

The day included a variety of breakout                     
sessions, including:  a presentation by the 
Oak Ridge Police Department; a panel                
discussion made up of people we support 
who are working in the community; and 
topics such as Self Advocacy, Protection 
from Harm, Affordable Housing, etc. 
 

Attendees enjoyed a catered luncheon, 
swag bags, and the opportunity to          
connect with staff and     
people receiving services 
from Emory Valley              
Center. 
 

Crystal Hicks, EVC VP of            
Operations, who                         
coordinated the event                          
stated, “It is our hope to 
make this an annual 
event aimed at             
connecting our staff,  
people we support, and                
community employers in 
an effort to empower 
people we support                  
toward the goal of being 
more independent.”  
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

2020 Spring Fundraiser 
SAVE THE DATE! 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Emory Valley Center  
Caldwell-Thompson Building 
 

 

Compassion 
Award Recipient 
 

Mr. Bear  
Stephenson 
 

 

To Sponsor, please contact:  
Janet Wood at  
janet.wood@evcmail.org 
 

Tickets will go on sale in early 
February, 2020. 
 

Thank you to our community 
partners who have already  

committed to sponsoring our 
Spring Fundraiser. . . 

 

The Voice 

EMORY VALLEY CENTER - ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE:  
INTEGRATION TO INDEPENDENCE 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

UT Interns Rebecca Wilkinson (podium) and Nicole Duncan (standing) lead a 
panel discussion of people we support who are working in the community. 

Crystal Hicks, EVC VP of Operations presents Loren S. 
with an award at the event.  Loren is an employee at 
Papa Johns in Oak Ridge. 

ORAU 

Anonymous 
Donor 



 

And just like that it’s FALL and cooler weather has arrived! 
 

Since our last newsletter, we’ve continued our ongoing services and community 
involvement for the people we support, and have also enjoyed some additional 
events.   We enjoyed recognizing our front-line, hardworking Direct Support Pro-
fessionals (DSPs) during DSP week in September.  Although we appreciate them 
every day, we were excited to devote an entire week to celebrate and thank 
them in a variety of ways. 
 

In October, we held our very first Emory Valley Center Fall Conference in our   
Caldwell-Thompson building (CTB).  The day long event was open to people we support, staff, families and 
anyone in our community, and resulted in our hosting 150 attendees!  Several community partners                
participated and there were multiple breakout sessions devoted to a variety of interesting and useful                  
topics.  October was also National Disability Employment  Awareness Month, and we celebrated all the                              
wonderful successes people we support have accomplished in their jobs in our community. 
 

We’re moving forward with our Behavioral Health Services program and are grateful for recent grant awards 
from the Trinity Health Foundation (as noted later in this newsletter) that will fund a very strong start to the 
program.  To learn more about this program, please go to the Behavior Health Services page on our website. 
 

Two renovation projects have been underway – the Early Learning Center and the Administrative offices in the 
Caldwell-Thompson building.  If you’ve renovated before, you are aware that the completion of these projects 
do not always coincide with your schedule, which is what we have experienced.  The ribbon cutting and open 
house for the new Early Learning Center has been moved to spring and we will be sure to keep you informed 
about all the details.  However, our Administrative, Human Resources, Finance and Family Support             
departments will be moving into our completed office space in the Caldwell-Thompson building on Friday, 
December 13th!  We are very appreciative and look forward to soon being located with the rest of our team 
at CTB. 
 
Finally, during this season of gratitude, I want to extend our continuing thanks to each of you for your          
relationship with Emory Valley Center and helping us achieve our mission.  We hope you and the people you 
love have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Holiday season. 
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A  M ES SAG E  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T  

Jennifer Enderson, President 

 

EMORY VALLEY CENTER 
 

Staff 
 

President     
Jennifer Enderson    
 
VP of Human Resources 
Jenny Shreeve 
 
VP of Operations  
Crystal Hicks 
 
VP of Finance 
Bob Wells     
 
VP of Community  
Engagement 
Janet Wood 
 
 
Operations Director                         
Layla Fisher 
 
Facilities Director  
Kevin Hicks 
 
Early Intervention              
Director 
Anna McMillan 
 
Controller 
Bridget Miller 
 
Quality Assurance  
Director 
Kristen Otto 
 
Early Learning Center  
Director  
Terry Peek 
 
Executive Assistant 
ReNee’ Pelicano 
 
Workforce Development 
Director 
Daisy Pratt 
 
Family Support  
Director 
Regina Wilson 

E M P LOY E E S  O F  T H E  Q UA R T E R :  
Anne Wesh 
Early Intervention - Administrative Assistant 
 
Known for her pleasant and cherry personality, Anne always has a 
nice word to say.  Consistently willing to help, Anne has become the 
default “I don’t know where to go” person at the CTB building - she 
will always stop what she is doing to help someone get where they 
need to be.  Anne has been an employee of EVC for six years and is 
recognized for her dedication, organization, and  detail-oriented   
approach to the Early Intervention team. 

 

 
Carol Baker 
Direct Support Professional - Day Program 
 
Carol was recognized for her response after being contacted regarding 
an emergency intake after hours.  Having worked with the person in 
the past, Carol immediately met EVC staff to assist with training staff on 
shift, feeding and bathing the person supported, and getting them 
settled in for the night.  The next day she also assisted with some of this 
person’s needs.  Carol has been an employee of EVC for 18 years. 

T h e  V o i c e  

Andy Boyer, EVC Board President; Anne 
Wesh and Jenny Shreeve VP of Human 
Resources 

Andy Boyer, EVC Board President and 
Carol Baker. 

   Community Partner “Like” us! “Follow” us! 



HALLOWEEN AT EMORY VALLEY CENTER 
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NATIONAL DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS 
MONTH 
October was declared as National Disability Employment Awareness Month in 1988 by 
the United States Congress to raise awareness of the employment needs and                
contributions of individuals with all types of disabilities.  
 

Community employment is an important factor for the people we support in helping 
them achieve independence.  We are proud of our 44 employees and grateful to our 28 
community partners who employ them. 

 

Emory Valley Center 
 

Board of Directors 
 

President 
Andy Boyer 

 

Vice President 
Dr. Tom Clary 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Bill Allen 

 

Past President 
Bob Benning 

 
Albert Beasley 

 

Jeremy Biggs 
 

Becky Dodson 
 

Lewis Felton 
 

Dr. Arlene Garrison 
 

Derrick Hammond 
 

Dr. Alan Icenhour 
 

Dr. Shirley Raines 
 

Ruth Rueter 
 

Brian Young 

On October 24th, Emory Valley staff, people we support, and families enjoyed a fun-filled 
Halloween Party.  Hosted by Elks Lodge #1684 in Oak Ridge and organized by the Roane 
State Community College Occupational Therapy students, everyone enjoyed a fun       
evening of dancing, food and prizes. 

T h e  V o i c e  

Congratulations to the winners of our      
Costume Contests: 

 

People we support: 
1st place – 101 Dalmatians  
                     (Latimer Residents);  
2nd place – Mermaid  (Debby);  
3rd place – The Adams Family 
                      (Terry and Judy) 
 

Staff:   
1st place—Madea (Ikee Benjamin);  
Honorable mention— 
Corpse Bride (Bridget Miller) 



EVC RECEIVES PHASE II TRINITY 
HEALTH FOUNDATION DUAL    
DIAGNOSED GRANT 

 

This past spring, 11 large and 12 small Phase I grant      

recipients were chosen and together received over 

$220,000 for project planning and research.  After 

three months of further development, five large and 

four small grants of the Phase I recipients were    

selected to receive Phase II grant awards which were 

announced on October 24th.  These awards            

emphasize the commitment of these organizations 

to address and remedy many of the challenges  

faced by the community. 
 

After an initial Phase I award of $15,000, Trinity Health Foundation of East                 

Tennessee awarded Emory Valley Center a Phase II grant for $150,000 to             

specifically address Treatment and Stabilization for Individuals Dual Diagnosed with 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and Mental Illness.  

Terri’s Story on 
WBIR 
Missed Terri’s story about her 
success on the job at Food City 
in Oak Ridge?  Be sure to go to 
WBIR’s website to watch the 
entire story! 

 

Ways To Give... 

 

 

 

You can support Emory  
Valley Center while  
shopping on amazon. Visit:  
https://smile.amazon.com/  
to get started!  
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CHATTERBOX SOCIAL CLUB 

Help raise funds for Emory Valley 
Center by participating in the 
Kroger Community Rewards                
Program. Please enroll and renew 
each year at: 

kroger.com/communityrewards  
NPO #WW541  

Thank you! 

Created by employees Brandy Carroll and Miranda McClain-Kelley, the Chatterbox 
Social Club serves as an opportunity for people we support to socialize and        
volunteer in fun, safe,  and comfortable environments.  Brandy and Miranda 
schedule a variety of monthly events at no costs to participants. 
 

Recently, the Club has taken cookies to local firehouses on 9/11, prepared bags 
for the Knoxville Comprehensive Breast Center  patients during Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, and carved pumpkins for Halloween.   

WBIR’s Emily Stroud interviews Terri N. 
about her job at Food City 

Trinity Foundation Board member and 
Secretary, Becky Little;  Michelle Portman 
of EVC and EVC VP of Community        
Engagement, Janet Wood 


