
The Tennessee Department of Intellectual 
and  Developmental Disabilities              
Commissioner, Brad Turner, recently             
visited Emory Valley Center and toured 
the  Caldwell-Thompson building, where 
he met with people we support,                  
employees, Board members and state                  
legislators.  
 

Commissioner Turner was very interested 
in hearing from  people we support  as 
they shared personal stories about their 
individual  goals,  successes  and active 
lives in the community - including          
volunteering 
for a  variety 
of community 
organizations, 
internships 
and                            
employment.  
As a  person-
centered                               
organization, 
Emory  Valley 
Center is                
dedicated to empowering the people we 
support in making decisions about how 
they live their lives. 
 

Also attending the event were Lieutenant              
Governor Randy McNally and state                 
Representative John Ragan.  McNally and  
Ragan are long-time legislative advocates 
for Emory Valley Center and the people 
we support.  Commissioner Turner also 
has a personal connection to the people 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Early Learning Center 
Ribbon Cutting 
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
More details soon! 

 
2020 Spring Fundraiser 
SAVE THE DATE! 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Emory Valley Center  
Caldwell-Thompson Building 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Compassion Award Recipient, 
Mr. Bear Stephenson 
 

To Sponsor, please contact:  
Janet Wood at  
janet.wood@evcmail.org 
 

Tickets will go on sale in early 
February, 2020. 

The Voice 

TENNESSEE DIDD COMMISIONER BRAD TURNER   
VISITS EMORY VALLEY CENTER 

we support  because his daughter lives 
with multiple disabilities. 
 

“We’re excited Commissioner Turner was 
able to visit so we could show him what 
we do at Emory Valley Center,” said           
Jennifer Enderson, Emory Valley Center 
President.  “It’s significant the people we 
support had the opportunity to share 
with him everything they are                           
accomplishing as productive citizens in 
our  community.”  
 

Emory Valley Center has been meeting 
the needs of people with intellectual,   
developmental and physical disabilities in 
the east Tennessee for 64 years.  The 
agency currently provides a wide variety 
of services to children, adults and                
families in multiple east Tennessee                  
counties.  

Commissioner Turner and Anthony L. 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

Phillip B. speaking to our Legislator visitors 



Employees of the Quarter, Cassie Jordan and 
Heather Lumpkin, were recognized at the Board       
of Director’s meeting on July 12th.  
 

Cassie Jordan is a Home Manager at the 
Wadsworth location and a former Direct              
Support  Professional Floater.  Cassie was                   
nominated for her excellent work and flexibility 
when she was a floater, along with her                  
willingness to work with several different people 
whenever needed.  Since taking over as the Home                
Manager at Wadsworth, Cassie has consistently 

demonstrated  her dedication to the people living in 
our Wadsworth home.   
 

Heather Lumpkin is a full time Direct Support              
Professional working at the Wainwright location.  
Heather was nominated for her outstanding                 
attendance and for her outstanding work with a                    
person she supports.  She has been a crucial resource, 
providing stability to people’s lives. 
 

Thank you both for your commitment to the people 
we support and to Emory Valley Center. 
 

We’ve been busy at Emory Valley Center this summer!   
  
Not only have the people we support and staff been                             
participating in a variety of daily community activities, but we 
were also happy to welcome TN DIDD Commissioner Brad 
Turner, Lt. Governor Randy McNally and Representative John 
Ragan for a visit and tour of our Caldwell-Thompson building.  It 
was a wonderful opportunity for Commissioner Turner to get to 
know Emory Valley Center.  It truly makes a difference for our                 
legislative friends in Nashville to hear directly from the people we support and their staff 
about their accomplishments, and also how they can help us continue to grow the                   
programs and services we need to assist people lead independent lives of their choosing. 
 

Speaking of expanding services, our new Behavioral Health Services are beginning and 
you’ll be able to learn more about them on our website and communications we’ll share 
as the services advance. 
 

And lastly, please SAVE THE DATE!  We’ll be celebrating the opening or our newly                
renovated  Early Learning Center with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony and Open House on 
Wednesday, October 16th.  Upcoming details will be shared through email blasts, social 
media posts and media release and we hope you can join us.   
 

Thank you for your support! 
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A  M ES SAG E  F R O M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T  

Jennifer Enderson, EVC President 

You can support Emory  
Valley Center while  
shopping on amazon. Visit:  
https://smile.amazon.com/  
to get started!  

EMORY VALLEY CENTER 
Staff 
 

President     
Jennifer Enderson    
 
VP of Human Resources 
Jenny Shreeve 
 
VP of Operations  
Crystal Hicks 
 
VP of Finance 
Bob Wells     
 
VP of Community  
Engagement 
Janet Wood 
 
Operations Director                         
Layla Fisher 
 
Facilities Director  
Kevin Hicks 
 
Early Intervention              
Director 
Anna McMillan 
 
Controller 
Bridget Miller 
 
Quality Assurance Director 
Kristen Otto 
 
Early Learning Center  
Director  
Terry Peek 
 
Executive Assistant 
ReNee’ Pelicano 
 
Workforce Development 
Director 
Daisy Pratt 
 
Family Support Director 
Regina Wilson 

T h e  V o i c e  

E M P LOY E E S  O F  T H E  Q UA R T E R :  
C a s s i e  J o r d a n  a n d  H e a t h e r  L u m p k i n           

Cassie Jordan and Board President, Andy Boyer 

Heather Lumpkin and  
Board President, Andy Boyer 
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Trinity Health Foundation of East Tennessee 
awarded Emory Valley Center a Phase I,      
Treatment and Stabilization for Individuals Dual 
Diagnosed with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities and Mental Illness grant for $15,000.  
 

Twenty three area organizations were awarded 
more than $220,000 in grants for the 2019   
Trinity Health Foundation Phase I awards.  These 
grants will be used to plan community health-
related projects that will compete for Phase II 
implementation grants later this year.   
 
Trinity Health Foundation of East Tennessee 
(Trinity) is a supporting organization of the East     
Tennessee Foundation. Trinity pursues its     
mission by convening stakeholders to             
understand the key health needs of the           
community while encouraging collaboration 
through project grants to non-profit                        
organizations in our region.   

With grant awards such as these, Emory Valley 
Center is able to focus on meeting the needs of 
people we support by expanding services to 
accomplish our mission and to help even more 
people in our community. 

EMORY VALLEY CENTER RECEIVES TRINITY HEALTH 
FOUNDATION DUAL DIAGNOSED GRANT 

 

Emory Valley Center 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Andy Boyer 

 
Vice President 
Dr. Tom Clary 

 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Karen Willis 
 

Past President 
Bob Benning 

 
Bill Allen 

 
Albert Beasley 

 
Jeremy Biggs 

 
Becky Dodson 

 
Lewis Felton 

 
Dr. Arlene Garrison 

 
Derrick Hammond 

 
Dr. Alan Icenhour 

 
Dr. Shirley Raines 

 
Brian Young 

Help raise funds for Emory Valley 
Center by participating in the 
Kroger Community Rewards                
Program. Please enroll and renew 
each year at: 

kroger.com/communityrewards  
NPO #WW541  

Thank you! 

President Jennifer Enderson and VP of Operations     
Crystal Hicks receive a grant award from Trinity Health 
Foundation Representatives  

ELKS LODGE #1684 HOSTS “FIESTA” SPRING EVENT 
For the sixth year in a row, Oak Ridge ELKS 
Lodge #1684 hosted a spring dance for the 
people we support. 
 

“Fiesta” style decorations included brightly 
colored banners along the walls and sparkling 
lights hanging down from the ceiling. 
 

Upon arrival, everyone was greeted and given 
“glow” necklaces and sombrero hats.  An area 
of the main room was set up for photos taken 
throughout the evening so everyone attending 
could remember the event.                 
 

Delicious food was catered by Salsarita’s and 
served by ELKS Lodge members and                
volunteers.  Canterfield Assisted Living in Oak 
Ridge donated additional food for the evening.    
People danced the night away to hit tunes 
played throughout the evening by DJ Vicky 
Ward and sponsored by the Oak Ridge Boat 
Club.  
 

“Goody” bags were handed out and included 
items party goers could enjoy at home. The 
evening ended with the highly anticipated  
surprise announcement and crowning of the 
“Fiesta” King and Queen.  
 

Thank you to Oak Ridge ELKS Lodge #1684,  
Donna Forstrom, additional donors and          
volunteers for helping to make the “Fiesta” 
spring event so memorable for everyone. 

Fiesta King David F. and Queen Michele C. 



VOLUNTEERING AT ADFAC 

 

 

 

 

 

   Community Partner “Like” us! “Follow” us! 
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JOIN US FOR OUR 2019 FALL CONFERENCE:   
Integration to Independence 
 
Friday October 18, 2019 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Emory Valley Center Caldwell Thompson Building 
723 Emory Valley Road; Oak Ridge 
 
Please join us for our very first Fall Conference:  Integration to Independence.  This conference 
will be for people we support, support staff, and is open to the public.  Participants will have the 
opportunity to select (4) workshops from topics such as Self Advocacy, Protection from Harm, 
Conservatorship and Informed Decision Making, People we Support Panel Discussion...and many 
more.  The day will also include People we Support and Community Employer Awards as well as 
staff recognition. 
 

The Conference is FREE - Pre-Registration is required. 
 

Register by contacting: 
ReNee’ Pelicano - Executive Assistant 
renee.pelicano@evcmail.org 
Registration Deadline:  October 4, 2019 
 

For sponsorship information please contact:   
Crystal Hicks - VP of Operations 
crystal.hicks@evcmail.org 

Thank you to the Maximus      
Foundation for their $2,500 grant 
for Smartboard Technology. 

Many thanks to everyone who painted and     
donated seats at our Painting With A Twist 
(PWAT) fundraiser which helped contribute    
toward the $1,100 Patty and her PWAT team 
donated to our Early Learning Center Renovation 
project! 
 

If you weren’t able to attend this fun, creative 
event, it happens annually, so we hope you can 
join us next summer! 

Gay, Mike and Lexi enjoyed volunteering at ADFAC by organizing, packing and distributing    
supplies for their School Supplies Program!  

“Tummy Time” is important for 
development in Early Intervention! 

We appreciate the TN Lady Jays     
youth organization for their          
generous $2,000 donation to 
Emory Valley Center. 

Joseph enjoys working in the  
Community Garden and helping to 
make it look so beautiful. 

Our Early Learning Center children 
know that Science is FUN! 


