
Upcoming Events: 

Saturday, June 1, 2019 
4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
“Fiesta’” Spring Formal at Elks 
Lodge #1684 
 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Fundraiser, Painting With A Twist 
11000 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 
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Our Mission:  To enhance the lives of children, adults and families in an environment that promotes independence, dignity and respect. 

2019 SPRING  FUNDRAISER  

The Voice  Spring 2019 

Thank you for your support 
for our 6th Annual Spring                
Fundraiser held April 11th 
in our Caldwell-Thompson          
Building!  
 

Last year’s first 
“Compassion Award” 
honoree Lt. Gov. 
Randy McNally, along 
with EVC President             
Jennifer Enderson               
presented this year’s 
“Compassion Award” to 
Dottie Thompson and 
Dr. Gene Caldwell’s 
family, in his honor.  A 
video featuring Dottie and 
Gene’s lives from the time 
they were children through 
their time together before 
Gene’s death in 2017 was 
shown during the program. 
 

Our Emcee for the third 
year in a row, Don Dare 
from WATE-TV6,                
introduced speakers 
who shared amazing              
stories about their           
families and how Emory 
Valley Center programs 
have assisted them.   
 

The evening also               
featured an Impact           
Auction led by Bear            
Stephenson, where            
generous donors                
contributed to specific 
Emory Valley Center      
program and facility needs. 
 

A delicious meal prepared                       

by St. Mary’s Parish 
Knights of Columbus was 
served by people we     
support, EVC staff and 
members from St. Mary’s 

Parish St. Vincent DePaul 
Society.  Additional             
volunteers serving in           
various capacities included 
Board members,             
Foundation Board                
members, Emory Valley 
Center staff and additional 

members from St. Mary’s 
St. Vincent DePaul Society. 
 

We appreciate all of our 
community fundraiser  
sponsors:   

Lexi has a great time when she 
goes to play with the dogs at  

Petland! 

Billy enjoys going fishing at the 
lake during this beautiful, warm 

weather! 

An Anonymous Donor,  
Eddie Hair Tire and Auto 
Center, TNBank, Leidos, 
The Oak Ridger, WATE-
TV6, CNS, DelMar Medical,  

E-Com Systems,           
Edward Jones/Jim 
Charles, Fox Toyota, 
Home Federal Bank, 
Dr. and Mrs. Alan                   
Icenhour, Lipscomb & 
Pitts Insurance, 
McFarland Pharmacy 
and Apothecary, 
McGriff Insurance    
Services, Oak Ridge 
Breakfast Rotary 

Club, Pinnacle Bank,          
Summit View Health              
Services, UCOR,             

UT-Battelle, ZYP Coatings, 
Citizens First Bank,           
Computer Systems Plus, 
Hickory Construction, Dawn 
Isbell/Photographer,         
Methodist Medical Center, 
ORAU, Oak Ridge Pediatric    
Clinic and Strata-G.  
 

Thank YOU for helping 
make this year’s fundraiser 
such a memorable and                       
successful event!   



This year has already been filled with many remarkable    
moments and opportunities – and it’s only May!   
 

A few weeks ago, we enjoyed seeing many of you at our 
sixth annual Spring Celebration & Fundraiser – thank you for    
joining us!  It was so meaningful to present our 2019       
Compassion Award to Ms. Dottie Thompson and Dr. Gene 
Caldwell’s family, in his memory.  People we support,       
families and community partners shared inspirational stories 
about Emory Valley Center programs they’ve participated in 
and illustrated why our services continue to be so important 
to people in our community.  In addition, our “Impact Auction” truly did make an impact 
with donors contributing toward a variety of needs while exceeding our goal. 
 

Watching our organization grow and provide programs to more people than ever before 
has inspired us to achieve even more in the future.  You are helping us achieve our    
mission each day, thank you for your continuing partnership.   
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A M E S S AGE  F R OM  OU R  P R E S I D E N T,  
J E N N I F E R  EN D E R S ON  

Jennifer Enderson, President 

Emory Valley Staff 
 

President     

Jennifer Enderson    

 

VP of Human Resources 

Jenny Shreeve 

 

VP of Operations  

Crystal Hicks 

 

VP of Finance 

Bob Wells     

 

VP of Community      

Engagement 

Janet Wood 

 

Operations Director                         

Layla Fisher 

 

Facilities Director  

Kevin Hicks 

 

Early Intervention              

Director 

Anna McMillan 

 

Controller 

Bridget Miller 

 

Quality Assurance       

Director 

Kristen Otto 

 

Early Learning Center 

Director                        

Terry Peek 

 

Workforce Development 

Director 

Daisy Mullins-Pratt 

 

Family Support Director 

Regina Wilson 

The Voice  

E M P L OY E E  OF  T H E  QU AR T E R –          
PAT N I C O L AI  

 

Each quarter, we like to recognize one of 
our hard-working employees for the           
amazing work they do every day.   
 

Pat Nicolai works as a home manager for a 
house where six women we support live.  
Since Pat has become the house manager, 
she has worked at providing the best life 
possible for the women who live there.  Ms. 
Dottie Thompson, parent and longtime 
Emory Valley Center supporter, had some 
wonderful things to say about Pat... 
 

 “Pat Nicolai cares deeply about the ladies 
she and her staff support, as well as the 
quality of their lives.  She is always           
concerned about their health and well-
being.  Not only does Pat care about the 
quality of life for the women she supports, 
but she also cares about providing them a 
clean and safe environment to live in.”  
 

Ms. Thompson continued, “Her standards for home cleanliness are very high, and she 
can frequently be seen scrubbing the floors and bathrooms and changing as many as 
six beds on a Saturday to make certain the home is clean and comfortable for            
everyone.” 
 

Pat recently held a dinner party for the six women in the home she manages and asked 
each of them if they would like to invite one guest to join them.  She and Direct Support 
Professional Kim Libberton, cooked and served a large, delicious meal for the six       
women, their guests and several current and former staff members. 
 

Thank you Pat for your hard work and dedication to the people we support!  

      Pat Nicolai assisting a person she supports 

You can support Emory  

Valley Center while  

shopping on amazon.  

Visit 
https://smile.amazon.com/  

to get started!  



The Voice    

In April, WATE-TV6 featured a story about Direct 
Support Professional Miranda Mclain-Kelly and the    
person she supports, Ollie G.  The story featured       
Miranda and Ollie walking around the lake and     
playing some outdoor games, both community             
activities they enjoy doing together. 
 

Miranda began working with Ollie almost a year ago, 
and since Ollie is nonverbal, it took some time to  
develop an effective communication system between 
the two. Once they began to better understand each 
other, Ollie started to come out of his shell and           
became more involved in the community. 
 

“Having a limited speaking ability does not mean that 
Ollie lacks a personality, desires or goals.  My job is 
to support Ollie and the things he likes to do.  He 
likes to be out in the community and some of his 
goals are to make new friends, so that is what we do 
when we go out,” said Miranda. 
 

Miranda shared that she and Ollie have created a friendship that has made Miranda see 
“work” in a whole new light.  “It’s one of the most rewarding jobs, you can’t get this kind of 
feeling from any other job or until you’ve worked with the people we work with.”  
 

If you missed Miranda and Ollies story, please go to WATE-TV6’s website to view it. 

 

Thank you Miranda and Ollie for sharing your story!  
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WATE TV 6-ON YOUR SIDE – MIRANDA AND OLLIE Board of Directors 

 

President 

Bob Benning 

 

Vice President 

Phil Yager 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Andy Boyer 

 

Bill Allen 

 

Albert Beasley 

 

Jeremy Biggs 

 

Dr. Tom Clary 

 

Becky Dodson 

 

Lewis Felton 

 

Dr. Arlene Garrison 

 

Derrick Hammond 

 

Dr. Alan Icenhour 

 

Dr. Shirley Raines 

 

Karen Willis 

 

Brian Young 

 

At a recent “Smoky Mountain Gathering” conference in 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, Brittany B. took center stage as 
she told her story to an attentive crowd.  Before Brittany 
began her journey with Emory Valley Center, she faced 
several difficulties.  
 

“Before becoming a part of Emory Valley Center, my     
independence was very limited.  I really needed resources 
where I could gain that independence back,” said Brittany. 
“Now that I am with Emory Valley, I have gained back my           
independence.” 
 

Starting services at Emory Valley Center has helped            
Brittany work to achieve her goals and learn new skills.  
 

Brittany is now working at Ingles as a cashier and “bagger.”  
She really enjoys her job and feels it gives her the independence she has always wanted.  
 

“I love the staff and friends I have made.  I will continue to be with Emory Valley and 
reach my goals, now and in the future, Brittany shared.  “I know with my supports at 
home and with Emory Valley, I will be successful in life.” 
 

Some of Brittany’s long term goals include learning money management skills, getting 
her drivers license, purchasing her first car, and living on her own.  She would also love 
to own her own craft store one day so she can share her creativity with others. 
 

Congratulations on your accomplishments Brittany, and continuing your road to success!  

You can help RAISE FUNDS 

for Emory Valley Center  
every time you buy groceries 
by participating in the Kroger             
Community Rewards                
Program.  Please enroll and 
renew each year at            
kroger.com/communityrewards  

and enter NPO #WW541  

The cameraman from WATE shows Ollie 
and Miranda some of the video footage 
from their story 

S U C C E S S  STORY –  B R I T TAN Y B .  

Brittany B. at “The Gathering” 



ERNIE R...SELF-ADVOCACY 

This past April, Ernie R. completed the                  
2018-2019 Partners in Policymaking Leadership 
Institute program.   
 

The Partners in Policymaking Leadership Institute 
is a program for people living with intellectual and                 
developmental disabilities (IDD) and family    
members of people with IDD.  It is a seven     

weekend program, offered September-April each 

year.   
 

Ernie became his own self-advocate when he 
was only twelve years old, after he was            
encouraged by his brother to stand up for his 
rights.  When he began receiving services from 
Emory Valley Center, he was offered an               
opportunity to train and become a self-advocate 
mentor through the Tennessee Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities.  
 

As a Self-Advocate Mentor, Ernie has helped lead Focus Groups on self-advocacy, rights 
and basic assurances.  He also had the opportunity to be part of a Self-Advocacy panel, 
presenting at the TN Disability Mega-Conference, a Tennessee Autism Conference and a 
TN DIDD Employment Summit. 
 

When asked what he enjoys most about being a self-advocate mentor, Ernie stated, “I 
have encouraged many people to “Speak Up” and “Speak Out” for themselves.” 
 

Congratulations Ernie, on your accomplishments and thank you for mentoring others so 
they can also become their own self-advocates!  
 

EARLY INTERVENTION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Anna McMillan, Director of Early Intervention, and Anne 
Wesh, Administrative Assistant for Early Intervention 
Services, attended and participated in the annual  
Building Best Practice conference in Murfreesboro.   

 

Anna has been the chair of the conference committee 
for seven years and was recognized for her work in 
leading the planning of the conference for over 550  
professionals in Tennessee.  

 

Anne has been a member of the conference committee 
for five years and was  recognized for her work on the 
committee. 

 

Congratulations to Anna and Anne for their commitment 
to quality services for children and families in East   
Tennessee!  

715 Emory Valley Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 | Phone:  865-483-4385 | Fax:  865-482-5435 

www.emoryvalleycenter.org                                 www.facebook.com/emoryvalleycenter 

Jennifer Enderson appeared on 
WATE-TV6 to promote our 6th 
annual Spring Fundraiser. 

People in Adult Day Services 
complete activities to help     
stimulate the mind.  

Rose enjoys working in our 
Pro2Serve Kitchen.     Community Partner “Like” us! 

Family Support provided some 
new wheels for this excited   
young man!   

The infants in the Early      
Learning Center adore their         
volunteers. 

Anne Wesh and Anna Ramsbottom at 
the EI Services Conference 

Lynette Porter, Deputy Director of the TN 
Council on Developmental Disabilities, Ernie R. 
and Ned Andrew Solomon, Director of Partners 
in Policymaking Leadership Institute. 

“Follow” us! 


