T h e Vo i c e

Winter 2019

Our Mission: To enhance the lives of children, adults and families in an environment that promotes independence, dignity and respect.

Upcoming Events:
Thursday, April 11, 2018
6 - 8 p.m.
6th Annual Spring Fundraiser
Please see pg. 4 for more details.

Paula enjoys playing games in the
Adult Day Program that help
stimulate her mind.

H O L I D AY P A R T Y !
We had a wonderful time
at our annual holiday
party.
The party featured
holiday music, treats,
and even special visitors.
These visitors included
Rudolph the Red Nosed
Reindeer, the Dr. Seuss
Grinch, Frosty the
Snowman, and of
course, it would not have
been a holiday party
without the big, jolly guy
in the red suit himself…
Santa Claus!

Everyone had a wonderful
time and made a lot of
memories. Many thanks to
staff who helped make this a
joyous party for the people
we support!

Lee and Jenny pose with Frosty the

The Caldwell-Thompson Snowman
building Vocational room
green filled the room as
transformed into a winter
everyone lined up to have
wonderland as everyone
their photos taken with our
arrived dressed in their
special holiday visitors
best holiday attire.
and Santa.
People wearing red and

Pam and Crystal in the holiday spirit!

Annual Pancake Fundraiser
Walter was happy to train Michael
in his new job at Zaxbys!

INSIDE:
A Message from our
President

2

Employee of the
Quarter - Chris Waters

2

New Board Members

3

Rose’s Story

4

2019 Spring Fundraiser

4

Jim Dodson serving his family
pancakes at the fundraiser

On Saturday, February 9th
we held our annual
Pancake Breakfast
fundraiser at Applebee’s in
Oak Ridge. It was a chilly
Saturday morning, but we
still had an amazing turnout

from the community!
Thank you to all of our
volunteers and special
thanks to our celebrity
servers participating in
our annual tip contest:
City Council member
Kelly Callison, City
Council member Jim
Dodson, City Clerk and
Foundation Board
Member Beth
Hickman, Oak Ridge
publisher Darrell
Richardson and
Senator Ken Yager.

The tip contest winner was
Jim Dodson, who won for
the second year in a row!

Lots of people enjoyed the breakfast
fundraiser

Thank you to everyone
who supported the event.
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The Voice

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT,
JENNIFER ENDERSON
It has been a very busy start to 2019 for Emory Valley
Center. There have been many changes in state
government that could have an impact on the people
we support. We have a new Governor (Governor Lee)
and several new Commissioners, including in the
Department of Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (Commissioner Turner) and the Department
of Education (Commissioner Schwinn). We have the
opportunity to educate these new officials about the
challenges facing people and families of people living
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
I have already been to Nashville to meet with our state
legislators and am committed to keeping them
informed about challenges we face and needs we have
- but I need your help.

Jennifer Enderson, President

Please reach out to our new Governor and Commissioners as well as your State
Representatives and Senators and share your stories with them. By working together, we
can be sure our message is communicated and the people we support are represented
when important decisions are being made. Thank you!

E M P L OY E E OF TH E QU AR TE R –
C H R I S W AT E R S
Chris Waters, has worked in the Residential program at the Emory Valley Center for eight
years. When a Home Manager position at Turnpike became available in late 2018, he
accepted the role with enthusiasm.
Chris has always proven to be a dedicated staff member. This was especially true one
evening in 2018 when Chris noticed a strange odor that smelled like something burning
coming from the front portion of one of our group homes. Chris went outside to inspect
but didn’t find anything. After returning inside, the odor became more noticeable, so Chris
checked outside again and found nothing.
But Chris knew something was wrong and
immediately contacted the fire department.
When the fire department came out to inspect,
they pulled mulch from the front portion of the
home and discovered that the house was
smoldering!
This situation could have been disastrous had
Chris not been persistent and acted as quickly
as he did.
We are thankful to Chris for going the extra mile

that evening; he probably saved lives. Chris
You can support Emory
has also been a wonderful help to our Human
Valley Center while
Resources department, working diligently to
shopping on amazon.
Chris Waters, Direct Support Professional
refer and recruit new staff members.
Visit
https://smile.amazon.com/ We appreciate you, Chris, for your dedication and determination. Thank you for
everything you do!
to get started!
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New Board Members
Jeremy Biggs was appointed Chief Administrative Officer of
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge in 2016. Previously, he
served as President and CAO of Cumberland Medical Center in
Crossville, TN. Since joining Covenant Health in 2011, he has
served as President of Thompson Cancer Survival Center and
Morristown Hamblen Healthcare System.

Jeremy Biggs, Board Member

Biggs is a graduate of the Medical College of Virginia/ Virginia
Commonwealth University with a Masters in Health Administration
and he holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
from the University of Tennessee.

Biggs has been involved in numerous community organizations
serving as Board Member for Oak Ridge Public Schools Education Foundation; Oak Ridge
Chamber of Commerce; the Wellness Community; the United Way of Great Knoxville and
American Heart Association.

President
Bob Benning
Vice President
Phil Yager
Secretary/Treasurer
Andy Boyer
Bill Allen
Albert Beasley
Jeremy Biggs

Becky Dodson has been with Tennova Healthcare/St. Mary’s since
1985 and currently serves as the Regional Vice President of
Mission and Culture. She has a Masters in Social Work from the
University of Tennessee and a Masters in Health Care Mission from
Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis.

Jeff Blackburn
Dr. Tom Clary

Dodson currently serves on the boards of the Cancer Support
Community and is a member of the Oak Ridge Sunset Rotary Club.
Becky has been married to her husband, Jim since 1984. Jim is an
art teacher at Jefferson Middle School and an Oak Ridge City
Councilman. They have a daughter and son-in-law who are both
physical therapists living in Knoxville.

Board of Directors

Becky Dodson
Lewis Felton
Becky Dodson, Board Member

Dr. Arlene Garrison holds the title of Vice President, University
Partnerships at Oak Ridge Associated Universities. Before
serving as Vice President, University Partnerships at ORAU,
Dr. Garrison served as Program Director for the National
Science Foundation EPSCoR office and Associate Vice
President for Research at the University of Tennessee.
Garrison holds a doctorate in analytical chemistry that she
received in 1981. Garrison currently serves on several boards
including the Board of the Southern Appalachian Science and
Engineering Fair, the Anderson County Chamber Board, and
Dr. Arlene Garrison, Board Member the National Science Foundation Advisory Committee.

Dr. Arlene Garrison
Derrick Hammond
Dr. Alan Icenhour
Dr. Shirley Raines
Karen Willis
Brian Young

A fun fact about Garrison is that she was one of ten thousand Olympic Torch Bearers in the 1996
Olympic Games that took place in Atlanta.
Brian Young has always been a true Tennessee native. In 1995,
Young formed his own IT business. He maintained this business
until joining the Anderson County Government as the first IT
Director in 2016. Young has worked with many large non-profit’s
throughout his career. For seventeen years, he has maintained his
position as System Administrator with Tennessee. Together with
his company, that have built and maintained the Knoxville
Chamber of Commerce for the last twenty one years.
Young is the proud father of four children and in his spare time
enjoys the occasional video game or enjoying anything with an
engine such as motorcycles, paragliders, ATV’s, and boats. Young
Brian Young, Board Member
is passionate about assisting the non-profits he has served in his
career. He is looking forward to getting to know our organization and people better.

You can help RAISE FUNDS
for Emory Valley Center
every time you buy groceries
by participating in the Kroger
Community Rewards
Program. Please enroll and
renew each year at
kroger.com/communityrewards
and enter NPO #77438.

Rose’s Story

TNBANK threw another great
Christmas party this year for some
of the people we support.

Rose was interested in having a job in the community, so she
entered the Safe Food Handling course offered in the
Vocational Program at Emory Valley Center in June 2018.
After completing the course and becoming certified, Rose
started working in the Pro2Serve Kitchen in the CaldwellThompson Building. Twice a week, she worked with staff on
meal preparation for the Adult Day Program and the Early
Learning Center.
Working in the kitchen, Rose learned how to prepare meals
according to the menu, the importance of washing fruits and
vegetables and how to chop them, how to cut up meat and
portion food according to the person’s diet. She also learned
and how to clean the work areas and equipment in the
kitchen.

Eunsoon Corliss, Assistant
Principal Violist with the Knoxville
Symphony and a Certified Music
Practitioner, came to play music
for our Adult Day Services.

One of the most important lessons Rose learned was how to
take instructions from a supervisor and how to get along with
coworkers in a work setting. Rose wanted to gain
employment so she would have more money to buy things
she likes. With the help of a Workforce Manager and her
training from working in the Pro2Serve kitchen, Rose
interviewed at McDonalds and was offered a job!

Rose and her coworker Sheila working in the
Pro2Serve Kitchen.

Rose now works three times a
week at McDonalds in Oak Ridge
as a food runner. She loves her
job and the opportunity to be able
to earn a paycheck.
Congratulations Rose!

2019 Spring Celebration and Fundraiser
Tickets are selling FAST for our 6th Annual Spring
Celebration and Fundraiser to be held Thursday, April 11,
2019! We look forward to presenting our “Emory Valley
Center Compassion Award” to long time friends and
community supporters, Ms. Dottie Thompson and Dr. Gene
Caldwell (posthumously).

The Early Learning Center
created Gingerbread houses for
the holidays.

This year’s event will feature a full-course dinner, program
emcee Don Dare from WATE-TV6, a live “Impact Auction” by
Bear Stevenson to fulfill specific needs in several Emory
Valley Center programs and some surprises!

In November, we had the pleasure
of attending and volunteering at an
industry related conference in
Portland, Oregon.

Thank you to our community partners who have already
committed to sponsoring the event: WATE-TV6, The Oak
Ridger, Leidos, Anonymous Donor, Eddie Hair Tire and Auto
Center, TNBANK, CNS, Del Mar Medical, E-Com Systems,
Edward Jones/Jim Charles, Fox Toyota, Home Federal Bank,
Dr. Alan and Teresa Icenhour, Lipscomb-Pitts Insurance,
McGriff Insurance Services, Oak Ridge Breakfast Rotary,
Dr. Gene Caldwell and Ms. Dottie Thompson Pinnacle Bank, UCOR, UT-Battelle/ORNL, ZYP Coatings,
Inc., Citizens First Bank, Methodist Medical Center, ORAU,
Oak Ridge Pediatric Clinic and Strata-G.
Tickets may be purchased at Emory Valley Center, 715 Emory Valley Road, Oak Ridge or online at
www.emoryvalleycenter.org, through the Spring Fundraiser page.
It’s not too late to sponsor the Spring Fundraiser! If you would like to join our list of community
sponsors, please email Janet Wood as soon as possible at janet.wood@evcmail.org!

We enjoyed attending our
“Legislative Day” in Nashville with
fellow members from TNCO to
advocate on behalf of the people
we support and our direct support
staff.

Community Partner

“Like” us!
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