T h e Vo i c e

Fall 2018

Our Mission: To enhance the lives of children, adults and families in an environment that promotes independence, dignity and respect.

Upcoming Events:

H A L L O W E E N C O S T U M E S A N D FU N !

Through Dec. 15, 2018
MyIntent items for sale at EVC “What’s Your WORD?” These
make GREAT holiday gifts and
stocking stuffers! Watch for
more information on facebook
and through email blasts to find
out more!

with delicious Halloween
treats to eat and lots of
dancing to a variety
music provided by
Emory Valley Center’s
own DJ - Matt McClure.

What a wonderful time
everyone had at the
annual Halloween
Costume party again
this year!

Saturday, February 9, 2018
Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast
8 - 10 a.m.

Thursday, April 11, 2018
6th Annual Spring Fundraiser
6 - 8 p.m.
Caldwell-Thompson Building
Recognizing Ms. Dottie
Thompson and Dr. Gene Caldwell
(posthumously) with the Emory
Valley Center Compassion
Award!

Helping make it possible
were our community
partners Clinton Civitan
club and students from
Roane State
Community College’s
Physical Therapist
Assistant program. The
Clinton Civitan club
made a monetary
donation toward the
event and RSCC
students volunteered in
a variety of ways during
the evening - having
loads of fun themselves.

The Caldwell-Thompson
building transformed

The RSCC students
brought lots of fun
games for everyone to
play if they chose to including corn hole - and
many people had a lot
of fun with some friendly
competition!
Judy and Terry won FIRST place
for their creative costumes!

into “Costume Central”
as everyone arrived
wearing their best and
creative costumes.
The evening was filled

Stacy and Allison enjoy a
beautiful day in the mountains
Mary Anne won second place!
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2

Employee of the
Quarter - Samantha T.

2

DSP Week

3

Success Story - Michael
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Success Story - Joseph
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Thank you to all the
supporters, staff,
volunteers and families
who helped make the
party again, one of the
favorite events of the
year. A special thank
you to all the people we
support and their staff
for attending!
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The Voice

A MESS AGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT,
JENNIFER ENDERSON
Amazingly, 2018 is coming to a close in just a few
weeks. As I reflect back on this year, several Emory
Valley Center (EVC) accomplishments come to mind:
our re-accreditation with the Council on Quality and
Leadership (CQL), a wage increase for Direct Support
Professionals, the opening of our Adult Day Services
program for people with age related memory loss and
diagnosed dementia and Alzheimer’s disease and
recipients of CHOICES services.

Jennifer Enderson, President

I’d also like to share with you some EVC goals for 2019: implementation of a
Regional Agency Transformation grant awarded by DIDD to become a Technology
First provider, partnership with DIDD for Tennessee Employment First Leadership
Initiative (TELFI) helping EVC create our own road map for transformation resulting in
increased employment opportunities for the people we support. Additionally, we’re
implementing a Direct Support staff focus group to encourage their input and we will
continue to advocate with the state Legislature for an annual recurring rate increase.

Speaking of advocacy, I am excited to have been re-appointed by Governor Haslam
to the Statewide Planning and Policy Council which helps gives everyone at EVC a
voice.
And finally, with the holiday season upon us, I’d like to express how grateful I am for
the people we support, our staff, families and stakeholders. You are what makes
Emory Valley Center the wonderful organization it is - thank you.

E M P L OY E E OF TH E QU AR TE R –
S AM T OWN S E N D !
Samantha “Sam” Townsend is a dedicated employee that has been with Emory Valley Center for
18 years. She recently was presented with the GRACE Award, the highest honor the agency
bestows upon one of our staff. Each letter of the GRACE Award represents key qualities that
make a truly exceptional employee.

Workforce Development
Director,
Daisy Mullins-Pratt

G - Goes above and beyond realm of responsibility
R - Regards others with respect
A - Accentuates the positive
C - Customer Service minded (internal & external)
E - Encourages teamwork

Family Support Director,
Regina Wilson

Sam was recommended for the award by Sharon Smythe, her house
manager at the group home where Sam works as a Direct Support Professional (DSP). In the nomination Sharon wrote, she stated:
You can support
Emory Valley Center
while shopping on
amazon!
Please go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/
to find out how!

Sam Townsend

“Sam accentuates the positive with everyone she works with including
staff. Sam stands up for everyone and always has a kind word to say
while also keeping it real.”

Congratulations Sam for this great achievement and thank you for everything that you do!
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A P P R E C I AT I N G O U R D I R E C T S U P P O R T
PROFESSIONALS
A huge part of our organization is the work our Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) do for the
people we support. Without their care and hard work, we would not be able to achieve our
mission.
Each year, we dedicate a week
of special thanks for our Direct
Support Professionals to show
how much we appreciate them.

Board of Directors
President,
Bob Benning
Vice President,
Phil Yager
Secretary/Treasurer
Andy Boyer

This year, we began the week
with a free breakfast buffet at our
local Shoney’s and continued to
show our appreciation for them
by drawing for gift cards, a
variety of giveaway prizes to
everyone, a free lunch and ice
cream from Shipwreck food truck,
FUN photo sessions with props
(including with the people they
support!), delicious cupcakes
and coffee.

Bill Allen

Although we are grateful for the
work our DSPs do each day, it is
fun to set aside a week each autumn to concentrate and celebrate them and the dedication they
show to the people we support at Emory Valley Center.

Becky Dodson

SUCCESS STORY- MICH AEL M.

Arlene Garrison

Albert Beasley
Jeremy Biggs
Jeff Blackburn
Dr. Tom Clary

At Emory Valley Center, we strive to see
the people we support live independent
lifestyles and cheer on their successes as
we go through life’s journey with them.
We do everything we can to provide the
tools everyone needs to be successful.
Michael has been assisted by Emory
Valley Center for several years. To help
prepare for goals he set for himself,
Michael participated in Person Centered
Planning meetings (PCP) with Emory
Valley Center. These are meetings
between the center and the people we
support designed to work on a plan
together to decide best steps to take to
achieve their goals.
Michael participated in Vocational
Training at Emory Valley Center and
recently secured a job at Wild Wings
Café where he helps in the kitchen by
rolling silverware. Michael really enjoys
his job and is a very dependable worker.
Congratulations on everything you are
accomplishing Michael!
Michael working at Wild Wings Café

Lewis Felton

Derrick Hammond
Dr. Alan Icenhour
Dr. Shirley Raines
Karen Willis
Brian Young

You can help RAISE FUNDS
for Emory Valley Center
every time you buy groceries
by participating in the Kroger
Community Rewards
Program. Please enroll and
renew each year at
kroger.com/communityrewards
and enter NPO #77438.

Joseph, ZYP Coatings and WBIR!

We had a great turnout at our
annual Pizza Inn fundraiser!

National Disability Employment Awareness Month is
recognized each October, and helping Emory Valley
Center raise awareness this year was our community
partner Emily Stroud from WBIR. Joseph K. was
interviewed by Emily while on the job at ZYP Coatings.
Joseph is supported by Emory Valley Center and has
achieved several successes while working.
Joseph was hired by ZYP Coatings to assemble boxes
and as he began to become more comfortable in that
position, he moved on to learn and master other tasks,
such as wrapping pallets and working the pumping station.

Girls Inc./Oak Ridge visited EVC
as part of Altrusa’s "In Her
Shoes" program.

Joseph recently completed training and became certified
to drive the fork lift, a task that can be very challenging.
“The fork lift was kind of intimidating but at the same time,
after being here for a few months, I was ready to take it
on,” said Joseph. “Everyone at work has been supportive,
we’re like a family.”
“It’s great to have Joseph as part of the team,” said ZYP
coatings VP, Justin Holcomb. “Someone inspired every
day to work.”

Joseph and WBIR ‘s Emily Stroud at
ZYP Coatings

Thank you ZYP Coatings and all our
Workforce Development partners
who recognize the abilities of the
people we support and hire them
into their workforce.
Congratulations Joseph!

Dear Friends,
Shayla Osborne was
recognized at a Board of
Directors meeting for her
dedication to the children in our
ELC.

EVC Quality Assurance Director,
Kristen Otto received the “Rising
Star” award at this year’s TNCO
Conference.

These are the lives you are helping us change…
•

A person with developmental disabilities living on the streets in Knoxville

•

A child with autism learning how to communicate

•

A person with disabilities who wants to work in our community
needing vocational training and an opportunity from a local
business partner

We are extremely thankful for everyone’s compassion and generosity in
making Emory Valley Center’s Caldwell-Thompson building a reality and
for continuing to care about the center’s multiple programs supporting
more than 1,400 adults and children each month in 16 east
Tennessee counties.
This holiday season, we would like you to please consider a monetary
gift to Emory Valley Center. Current ongoing needs include projects in
our Early Learning Center, unfinished areas in our Caldwell-Thompson
Building and the Adult Day Services program for people with age related
memory loss or diagnosed dementia. Every gift is meaningful and plays
an important role in everyone’s success.

Thank you to Sen. Ken Yager
and the Secret City Race for
supporting EVC with your Nov.
fundraising events!

If you believe in the dignity and value of every human life, a gift to Emory Valley Center is truly a
gift worth giving! We sincerely appreciate your kindness and wish you peace and joy.
Gratefully,
Emory Valley Center Foundation Board

Community Partner

“Like” us!
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